Renting Entertainment UYenues for Friday and
Eld Prayers

Muslim communities in Western countries often
face challenges in finding suitable spaces for Friday
and Fid prayers. High real estate prices and limited
availability of appropriate venues can lead to the
consideration of unconventional locations, such

as entertainment venues. This article explores the
topic of renting such venues for congregational
prayers, examining the diverse scholarly opinions
and practical considerations.
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In Western countries, Muslim communities
often struggle to find adequate spaces for large
gatherings, especially for significant prayers like
Friday and Eid. Key issues include:

1.High Costs: The high price of real estate makes
purchasing or constructing mosques difficult.

2.Limited Space: Existing mosques may not have
the capacity to accommodate large congregations.

3.Availability: Entertainment venues such as dance
halls, bars, or casinos may be available for rent.
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These challenges have led to the practice of renting
entertainment venues for prayers, raising questions
about its appropriateness.

Rulings and Scholarly Opinions

[slamic teachings emphasize the importance of
maintaining the sanctity and purity of places used
for worship. Scholars have offered various rulings
on renting entertainment venues for Muslim
prayers.

1. Permissibility Viewpoint

Some scholars permit using such venues,
provided they are thoroughly cleansed and free of
physical impurities. The rationale includes:

Necessity: When no other suitable place is
available.




Conditions: Ensuring the place is thoroughly
cleaned and free from impurities.

For example, Shaikh Jad al-Haq Ali Jad al-Haq
permits prayer in dance halls or places where wine
is served, provided the place is thoroughly cleansed.

2. Prohibitive Viewpoint

Other scholars discourage or prohibit praying in
entertainment venues, citing concerns about the
sanctity and appropriateness of such locations.
Their arguments include:

Sanctity: These places are often associated with
activities that are contrary to Islamic values.




Distraction: The environment may not be
conducive to the serenity and focus required for
prayer.

The Permanent Committee for Research and
Fatwa in Saudi Arabia prohibits praying in venues
dedicated to entertainment, emphasizing the
importance of maintaining the sanctity of prayer
spaces.
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Evidence and Considerations
Supporting the permissibility of renting
entertainment venues:

Necessity: Addressing the practical need for
suitable prayer spaces.

Flexibility: Ensuring Muslims can gather for
congregational prayers despite logistical challenges.

Opposing views highlight:
Sanctity and Appropriateness: Emphasizing
the importance of maintaining the sanctity and

appropriateness of prayer spaces.

Distractions: Ensuring the prayer environment is
conducive to focus and spirituality.
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Conclusion

Navigating the balance between religious
obligations and practical challenges is essential

for Muslim communities in Western countries.
While some scholars permit renting entertainment
venues for Friday and Eid prayers to accommodate
worshippers, others emphasize maintaining the
sanctity and appropriateness of prayer spaces. Each
community must consider its unique circumstances
and seek guidance from local scholars to make
informed decisions.

Facilitating congregational prayers while preserving
the sanctity and appropriateness of prayer spaces is
crucial. By understanding and respecting different
scholarly opinions, Muslim communities can
navigate these challenges thoughtfully, ensuring
everyone can fulfill their religious duties effectively.
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